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The William Whitley House is one of the first brick
homes west of the Allegheny Mountains and is site
of the first circular racetrack in Kentucky. It was
completed in 1794 by William Whitley and his wife
Esther. The estate, known as Sportsman’s Hill, is

a monument to pioneer ingenuity and resourceful-
ness. The brick house was built in the Flemish bond
pattern for greater strength, and has a secret chamber
for hiding in the event of an Indian attack. Dubbed
the “Guardian of Wilderness Road,” the house was
a gathering spot for early Kentuckians, including
George Rogers Clark and Daniel Boone.

Tours: The House Museum is furnished with original pieces
from the period. A tour guide will share the history of the house
and the Whitley family. Call the site for dates and times.

The Race Track: Race meetings were held each autumn.
The track was unique in the nation because it was the first circu-
lar design and was built of clay instead of using turf. The belief is
the American practice of racing counter-clockwise began at this
track, in response to anti-British feeling at the time. The British
raced in a clockwise direction.

Picnicking & Playground: Picnic area on 10 acres
with playground. Two picnic shelters are available.

Gift Shop: Located inside the house, features history books
and souvenirs.

625 William Whitley Road
Stanford, KY 40484-9770
606-355-2881

William Whitley House is about 10 miles south of Stanford
off US 150. Exit I-75 at US 150, or take US 27 south from Lexington
to US 150 east.
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